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Past Simple and continuous 
 
1) What (1)____________________ (Rick/do) when I (2)____________________ (call) last night? 

 

2) (3)____________________ (be) Vicky at the party when you (4)____________________ (arrive)? 

 

3) Last Tuesday we (5)____________________ (see) the new James Bond film in the cinema with 

Jake, then we (6)____________________ (have) dinner, (7)____________________ (play) computer 

games and finally (8)____________________ (go) to sleep. 

 

4) I (9)____________________ (just/study) for the English test when you 

(10)____________________ (come) to see me. 

 

5) As Stanley (11)____________________ (have) a shower, the telephone 

(12)____________________ (ring). 

 

6) When Tracy (13)____________________ (walk) into the office, everyone 

(14)____________________ (work). 

 

7) My grandparents (15)____________________ (live) in London when the war 

(16)____________________ (start). 

 

8) It (17)____________________ (be) a beautiful spring day. The sun (18)____________________ 

(shine) and the birds (19)____________________ (sing). I (20)____________________ (sit) on the 

bench when I (21)____________________ (see) Lucy coming towards me. 

 

9) When the train (22)____________________ (come) to the station, we 

(23)____________________ (already/wait) on the platform. 

 

10) When we (24)____________________ (be) on holiday in France last year, we 

(25)____________________ (visit) Paris, (26)____________________ (take) lots of photos of the 

Eiffel Tower and (27)____________________ (spend) a few days at the seaside as well. 

 

11) Why (28)____________________ (you/make) such a noise when the teacher 

(29)____________________ (come) into the classroom? 

 

12) It (30)____________________ (snow) when I (31)____________________ (look) out of the 

window an hour ago. 



 
 

13) Larry (32)____________________ (work) as a soldier when he (33)____________________ 

(meet) Jasmine and (34)____________________ (fall) in love with her. 

 

14) While dad (35)____________________ (cook) dinner, mum (36)____________________ (repair) 

my bike in the garage.  

 

15) I (37)____________________ (have to) go to the dentist's last week because I 

(38)____________________ (have) a terrible toothache. 

 

16) Darcy (39)____________________ (miss) the bus because she (40)____________________ (talk) 

to her friends after school. 

 

17) I (41)____________________ (drink) two glasses of coke a few minutes ago because I 

(42)____________________ (be) thirsty. 

 

18) Luke (43)____________________ (not want) to see her girlfriend because she 

(44)____________________ (tell) him that she didn't love him anymore. 

 

19) The children (45)____________________ (pay) attention on their journey home and 

(46)____________________ (hit) the old lady who (47)____________________ (walk) down the 

street. 

 

20) Why (48)____________________ (you/not come) to the party on Saturday? 

 

21) Mr. Smith (49)____________________ (listen to) the radio when he (50)____________________ 

(drive) his car. 

 

22) When my younger sister (51)____________________ (wash up), she (52)____________________ 

(break) mum's favourite mug. 

 

23) I (53)____________________ (not understand) what they (54)____________________ (talk) 

about. 

 

24) When it (55)____________________ (start) to rain, I (56)____________________ (run) to hide in 

the shop. 

 

25) Sandra (57)____________________ (come) home, (58)____________________ (slam) the door 

of her room and (59)____________________ (start) crying because her boyfriend 

(60)____________________ (break up) with her.  



 
 

26) Tom (61)____________________ (sprain) his ankle when he (62)____________________ (play) 

squash last weekend. 

 

27) While I (63)____________________ (cross) the street, somebody (64)____________________ 

(shout) at me. I (65)____________________ (turn) round and (66)____________________ (trip) over 

a drain. 

 

28) Tom (67)____________________ (swim) while we (68)____________________ (lie) on the sun 

and (69)____________________ (sunbathe). 

29) Mum (70)____________________ (turn) off the CD player and we (71)____________________ 

(cannot) listen to our favourite band. 

 

30) (72)____________________ (they/apologize) to you at the restaurant when you 

(73)____________________ (find) the hair in the soup? 

 
 
 

Solution 
 
1) What was Rick doing (Rick/do) when I called (call) last night? 

2) Was (be) Vicky at the party when you arrived (arrive)? 

3) Last Tuesday we saw (see) the new James Bond film in the cinema with Jake, then we had (have) 

dinner, played (play) computer games and finally went (go) to sleep. 

4) I was just studying (just/study) for the English test when you came (come) to see me. 

5) As Stanley was having (have) a shower, the telephone rang (ring). 

6) When Tracy walked (walk) into the office, everyone was working (work). 

7) My grandparents lived (live) in London when the war started (start). 

8) It was (be) a beautiful spring day. The sun was shining (shine) and the birds were singing (sing). I 

was sitting (sit) on the bench when I saw (see) Lucy coming towards me. 

9) When the train came (come) to the station, we were already waiting (already/wait) on the 

platform. 

10) When we were (be) on holiday in France last year, we visited (visit) Paris, took (take) lots of 

photos of the Eiffel Tower and spent (spend) a few days at the seaside as well. 

11) Why were you making (you/make) such a noise when the teacher came (come) into the 

classroom? 



 
12) It was snowing (snow) when I looked (look) out of the window an hour ago. 

13) Larry was working (work) as a soldier when he met (meet) Jasmine and fell (fall) in love with her. 

14) While dad was cooking (cook) dinner, mum was repairing (repair) my bike in the garage.  

15) I had to (have to) go to the dentist's last week because I had (have) a terrible toothache. 

16) Darcy missed (miss) the bus because she was talking (talk) to her friends after school. 

17) I drank (drink) two glasses of coke a few minutes ago because I was (be) thirsty. 

18) Luke didn't want (not want) to see her girlfriend because she told (tell) him that she didn't love 

him anymore. 

19) The children weren't paying (pay) attention on their journey home and hit (hit) the old lady who 

was walking (walk) down the street. 

20) Why didn't you come (you/not come) to the party on Saturday? 

21) Mr. Smith was listening to (listen to) the radio when he was driving (drive) his car. 

22) When my younger sister was washing up (wash up), she broke (break) mum's favourite mug. 

23) I didn't understand (not understand) what they were talking (talk) about. 

24) When it started (start) to rain, I ran (run) to hide in the shop. 

25) Sandra came (come) home, slammed (slam) the door of her room and started (start) crying 

because her boyfriend broke up (break up) with her.  

26) Tom sprained (sprain) his ankle when he was playing (play) squash last weekend. 

27) While I was crossing (cross) the street, somebody shouted (shout) at me. I turned (turn) round 

and tripped (trip) over a drain. 

28) Tom was swimming (swim) while we were lying (lie) on the sun and sunbathing (sunbathe). 

29) Mum turned (turn) off the CD player and we couldn't (cannot) listen to our favourite band. 

30) Did they apologize (they/apologize) to you at the restaurant when you found (find) the hair in the 

soup? 

 


