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The tailor of Swaffham 

 

Once upon a time there was a tailor. He lived with his wife 

and five children in the village of Swaffham. The tailor and 

his wife worked hard, but they never had enough money.  

 

They lived in a small cottage. In the garden there was a big, 

old oak tree. The tailor often sat under the tree. One day 

he was sitting under the tree when he fell asleep. While he 

was sleeping, his wife came out of the house. She woke him 

up.  

 

‘Why aren’t you working?’ she said angrily. ‘We haven’t got 

any money for food.’ ‘Don’t worry,’ said the tailor. ‘We’ll soon 

be rich. While I was asleep, I had a strange dream. In my 

dream a voice said: “Go to London Bridge. You’ll find 

treasure there.”’ 

 

‘Don’t be silly,’ said his wife. ‘You can’t leave everything and 

go to London.’ 

 



 

However, the next day the tailor packed his bag and set off 

to London. It was a long journey, but after four days he 

arrived in the capital city. He went straight to London 

Bridge. There were lots of shops on the bridge in those 

days, so it was a busy place.  

 

The tailor walked up and down the bridge all day, but 

nothing happened and nobody spoke to him. The next day, as 

he was walking along the bridge, two boys suddenly ran 

towards him. They pushed him and stole his bag. Then, they 

ran away into the crowd of people.  

 

The tailor sat down on the pavement. ‘I had very little 

money when I arrived,’ he thought. ‘Now I haven’t got 

anything.’ 

 

While he was sitting there, somebody spoke to him. It was 

one of his shopkeepers. ‘What are you doing?’ he asked. ‘I 

saw you yesterday. You were walking up and down the bridge 

all day.’ 

 



 

The tailor told the shopkeeper about his dream. ‘That’s silly,’ 

said the shopkeeper and he laughed. ‘You can’t believe 

dreams. I had a dream last night. In the dream I was digging 

under an old oak tree and I found a big box of gold. But it 

was only a dream. I’m not going to look for the tree.’ 

 

‘Where was the tree?’ asked the tailor. ‘Oh, it was in a 

village called Swaffham,’ said the shopkeeper. ‘Swaffham! I 

don’t even know where it is!’ 

 

When he heard this, the tailor jumped up. He said ‘Thank 

you’ to the shopkeeper and started the long journey home. 

Four days later, tired and hungry, he arrived home.  

 

‘Well, where’s the treasure?’ said his wife. The tailor didn’t 

say anything. He grabbed a spade, ran into the garden and 

started to dig under the old oak tree. It was hard work, but 

soon the spade hit something. It was a wooden box.  

 

The tailor opened the box. It was full of gold and silver. ‘I 

walked all the way to London,’ he said. ‘But the treasure was 

here in my own garden!’ 



 
1) There are definitions of some words from the text below. Read them and 

find the right words: 

 a person doing this job makes clothes for people, who come to order something 

(e.g. suit or dress) to fit him/her (noun) 

 

 it’s a kind of tree with acorns (noun) 

 

 to begin sleeping (verb) 

 

 something valuable (e.g. money, jewels or gold) that people hide or keep in a safe 

place to protect it from being stolen (noun) 

 

 to start journey somewhere (verb) 

 

 a place that is full of people, animals or things (adjective) 

 

 many people who are together in the same place (noun) 

 

 a path usually along both sides of the street that is used by people for walking 

(noun) 

 

 a person who owns or manages a shop (noun) 

 

 people do this when they want to show that they are happy or they think 

something is funny; they smile and make a loud sound (verb) 

 

 a tool used for digging; it has a metal blade on the wooden handle (noun) 

 

2) Answer the questions: 

 Why did the tailor want to go to London? 

 What did his wife think about his idea? 

 What did the shopkeeper do after the tailor told him about his dream? 



 
 How long did the tailor travel back home? 

 Did he find anything in his garden? 

3) Draw at least two pictures for the comic about the tailor 

  



 
 

Zdroj textu: 

HUTCHINSON, Tom. Project 3. Třetí vydání. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2008, s. 48. ISBN 978-0-19-476416-2. 

 

 


